Letter from Emily S. Harris to Leander Harris, June 8, 1862 by Harris, Emily S., c.1835-1866

Transcription:
Hampstead June 8th /62
Dear L,
I was just reminded
as I was sitting down to write that
it was my birth-day. You recollect 
you wrote to me your birth-day.
It is a rainy Sunday to-day 
and I am going to take my time to 
answer your dear, loving, letter and 
not write in such a hurry as I have 
done lately. I havn’t been to church 
for three sabbaths as I have had no 
way to get to Haverhill to get my sumer 
clothe. But I expect to go this week 
if the "spirit" moves right with 
father.
The children have got better
of their colds and I have got one of 
the worst ones I ever had. I have been 
real busy the past week I have made 
two custom hats and two shakers. The 
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last I made for Ida & Emma.
I have got a set of shoes to fit now
So you see I am earning a little
I might just as well leave off 
writing till evening when after the
children go to bed, for they keep joging 
me and asking questions and Annie 
has got a pen, writing, and comes after
ink once a minute when I expect 
she will upset the inkstand, sure.
She was quite proud yesterday when 
she come from school because the 
teacher asked her to sing the "Hazel 
Dell" alone, the others uniting in the
singing the chorus. I think she will 
learn a tune quicker than any one I 
ever saw. She learned a tune at the 
exhibition last Winter just hearing 
it sung by the glee club. She has quite 
a pretty voice too. Josie can sing most 
anything she hears but her voice is 
coarser. She signs as Willie used to 
I told mother yesterday that I didn’t 
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believe you would know Josie if 
you should come home and see her 
out in the road but you would 
know she was a Harris. 
I read the long letter you wrote
William from Jacksonville, when I 
was over there. Julia has got quite 
a pretty little baby. She thinks ^says your
mother will think she is rather poorly 
off for grand-sons.
I havn’t received the last money
you sent yet. It takes it longer to come 
by express than by mail, but it is lucky 
you didn’t send your money by mail for 
Mrs. Brewster hasn’t receive that that 
her husband sent when you were paid 
off before. You just mention it to him 
because her may not get your ^her letter in
which she wrote about it. She wanted 
me to write somthing else but I can’t 
remember what it is unless it was to 
have him write. I haven’t received the 
book you sent me, I presume it was sent 
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with the money. It was very kind in 
you to send it and I suppose if I talk 
to you for going to so much expense that 
you will think I am ungreatful but is 
not so, and you know darling why I wish 
to save evry cent that I possibly can you
You say you wish you could know 
just how I feel when I am writing. I 
shouldn’t want you to know to-day. I 
feel cross as a bear, It is a cold disagre-
able rainy day and evry body around me 
is dis-agreable and I guess I am disagreable
myself. I was very low-spirited just 
before I received your letter but I knew 
I was going to have a letter from you 
for that has always been a sign
There it is no use to try to write now
for it is all "war, war" as grandmarm 
Eastman says with father and mother 
telling me what they read, and asking 
questions, and Josie is saying that if you 
bring her a negro she is going to kill it and take
a butcher knife and see if he has got any good 
meat in him. She has no idea what a negro is, but 
I guess she will have a chance to see them I guess
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Speaking of negroes remiminds me 
of something you wrote in your letter 
You say you shall never talk of moving 
West again. Now that is just the way 
we always agree. I never had so strong a 
desire to go out West as now in my 
life. I want to move to the State of 
Ilinois very much, because they have made 
a law not to have any negroes come there
It really makes me shudder to think 
of there coming here. I suppose you have 
heard about Hunters getting up a compa ^regiment 
ny. of negroes and and I suppose will 
arm them to fight against there masters 
if the president allows it; and about 
his proclimation which the president did 
not approve of. I am going to send 
you a paper containing Govener Andrews 
answer to the secratary of war (or some 
one else who had authority to call for 
them) when called upon to send more
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troops. I will tell you just how much 
I would do for my Country. If I could I 
would do anything to get Gov. A. and 
Sumner and Wendel Phillips into the 
Rebels hands and be hung for it, and 
I don’t think there could be anything done
that would benefit the Nation more 
than this. I think if any man is willing
to give his life for his Country he 
would do well to shoot these men and 
a half dozen more of the same stamp
Now you needn’t scold me for talking
politicks for I don’t call this politicksul
exactly. Father has just said that 
P. Nichols told Ralph Bricket that you 
didn’t do anything. that you ought to cut
wood but that you didn’t, that the 
soldiers had to do it. I beleive I told 
you how his wife run her self most to 
death to see him when he come home didn’t 
I? Well when she got home she found 
him drunk and another one with him 
that he picked up drunker than he.
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He has called upon the town and haves 
a spree once in a while now, so I heard
He told me that Eastman didn’t 
attend to his business out there so I 
guess the ^you don’t any off you do anything
But Adison Noys told a very different 
story. He said Eastman did first
rate, and that you had a harder time 
than a soldier only you didn’t have to 
be on guard. He used these very words 
"He had to work harder than we did"
Edwin Babson is lost. They missed 
him three weeks ago to-day, and havn’t 
heard from him since. H was last 
seen going along by the side of the 
mill-pond.
I beleive I told you that I had received
the letter enclosing the money for James 
Hall. 
You spoke of the apple trees in bloom 
They bloomed very full this year but 
we had a very severe frost which turned 
some of them yellow just as you have 
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seen the trailing arbutus after a frost 
I don’t know whether it will do any 
injury to the apples or not.
Lottie says if I will seal my
letter she will take it home and 
carry it to the office when she goes 
to school tomorrow. I want to say 
before I close that I don’t feel quite 
as cross as I did a little while ago
I am almost discouraged about 
having you with me soon the it 
looks so dark. Oh I wish there 
never was any such a thing as war
I am afraid if you don’t come soon
I shall look so old you wont know me 
But you must look out for an 
old faded, sick looking wife and then 
you wont be disappointed.
I shouldn’t care how I looked
if I hadn’t got a precious husband 
But know I would give anything
if I could look so that you could be 
proud of me. But if you can come 
home safe I will ask for nothing more
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Well dearest I guess you will 
think my letter is all long and
that is all. It is just as you have 
said if I had answerd your letter 
the night after or as soon as I 
received it I could write. I wish 
I had somthing to send you, but 
I havn’t. with the exception of 
some postage stamps. So good night 
my precious husband continue to 
love me if I don’t write good 
letters. For I thank you and love 
you ever so much for your dear 
last letter which was worth all 
the money you have sent me
From your
Emmy
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